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being be readmitted into our society. Cautiously avoid
so heinous a crime.

" Again, no member gf our brotherhood can ever arro-
gate to himself extraordinary gifts or supernatural per-
fections, or, through vainglory, give himself out as a holy
man ; such, for instance, as to withdraw into solitary places,
and, on pretence of enjoying ecstasies like the Ariahs,
afterwards presume to teach others the way to uncommon
spiritual attainments. Sooner may the lofty palm-tree
that has been cut down become green again, than an elect
guilty of such pride be restored to his holy station. Take
care for yourself that you do not give way to such an
excess." The elect replies as before: " As I am instructed,
so I will perform." Here ends the ceremony. The elect
joins the body of Rahans, and withdraws in their company
to his own kiaong.

It has already been mentioned that this ceremony or
ordination does not impart any spiritual character inherent
in the person of the elect; but it is a mere formality he
has to go through, to enter into the family of the perfect.
The admitted member is not linked indissolubly to his
new state ; he is at liberty to leave it when it pleases him,
and re-enter secular life. He may, moreover, if inclined,
apply for re-admission into the order, but he must go
through the same ceremonies that were observed on his
first ordination. It is not very common to meet among
the Burmese Rahans men who from their youth have per-
severed to an old age in their vocation. Those form the
rare exceptions. They are very much respected, and held
in high consideration during their lifetime, and the
greatest honours are lavished upon their mortal remains
after their demise. They are often designated by the
honourable denomination of " pure from their infancy.'7